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Board of Directors
National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants
12000 Findley Road, Suite 200
Johns Creek, GA 30097-1409
P 678-417-8100 | F 678-417-8135 | T 678-417-8102


Directors,
We, the undersigned, are reaching out to you to ask for the establishment of a certificate of added qualification (CAQ) in Urgent Care (UC) medicine. As the ________________[fill-in: ie, large organization with x amount of clinics, or educational program with fellowships, or PA working in] UC medicine, we understand the value and commitment that physician assistants (PAs) hold in our specialized field of practice. Although the skill sets may overlap some, UC medicine requires a very distinct skill set from those in emergency medicine and family practice. As such, PAs who work within this field find the need to hone their expertise to become outstanding members of UC practice. We recognize that PAs would greatly benefit from a CAQ in UC medicine by the NCCPA, allowing them to demonstrate those very skills without the laborious task of in-depth onboarding our organizations are required to do with transfers into the field. And this not only benefits the PA but the UC practice organization to which they are employed. As the amount of UC centers continues to grow in the U.S., it is imperative that we have skilled clinicians available, and having a PA with a CAQ could easily meet that goal. The current trend of increasing PA employment in UC centers will mean more qualified PAs in high demand. 
Private entities support the establishment of a CAQ as evidenced by educational UC fellowships in place for PAs and other clinicians (APPs and physicians), which could easily support a CAQ as the marketplace moves in the direction of elevated credentials for payment. By having a CAQ, a PA may be able to obtain parity to their UC board certified physicians.
It is understandable that developing and implementing a CAQ is labor intensive, and we at the ____________ [fill-in: organization, etc] are here to support that endeavor.  _______________  [fill-in recommended: Write a sentence or two explaining how this can be supported, content specialist, recommender, etc] We truly believe that without a CAQ, PAs working in UC will have a harder time transitioning between organizations, and even rising within the ranks of leadership as time continues.  We strongly recommend a CAQ in UC medicine and we look forward to our continued partnership in supporting one. We appreciate the NCCPA’s consideration on this matter and their continuing work in elevating the PA profession.

Sincerely yours,

Organization Name
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