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The State of Outpatient Antibiotic Prescribing
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Is it an adverse effect or an allergy?
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“But, I’m allergic to PCN”
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cdc.gov
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PEN-FAST- Penicillin Allergy Risk Score

PEN - Penicillin allergy reported by patient - if yes the continue with assessment

F - Five years or less since reaction - 2 points

A - Anaphylaxis or angioedema

OR

S - Severe cutaneous adverse reaction  - 2 points

T - Treatment required for reaction - 1 points

Interpretation:

0 Very low risk of positive penicillin allergy test <1% (<1 in 100 patients reporting penicillin allergy)

1-2 Low risk of positive penicillin allergy test 5% (1 in 20 patients)

3 Moderate risk of positive penicillin allergy test 20% (1 in 5 patients)

4-5 High risk of positive penicillin allergy test 50% (1 in 2 patients)
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● Educate patients! Risks of “penicillin 
allergy” label > likelihood of serious 
reaction to a PCN

● For very low risk patients an oral 
penicillin challenge (or cephalosporin) is 
safe

● For moderate to high risk patients, refer 
for allergy testing



Session Evaluation

•Your feedback is valuable, take a moment to complete the survey for this session.

•To claim CME, you must complete a separate survey available after the convention.
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