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6Discharge Instructions
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“Make an appointment with a plastic surgeon 
WHEN AVAILABLE for treatment.”
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“See your doctor in 1-2 days”
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“Follow-up as needed.”
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Written AND Verbal
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Clelland V. Haas. 
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“…the discharge instructions as a whole did not fall below the applicable standard of care.”
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300,000 prescriptions/year 

24

–Aerobic gram-negative coverage

–Some Pseudomonas

–Some Staph

–Atypical pneumonias

–Genital pathogens

–Anaerobes
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Healthy Patients
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Risk of Neuropathy
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Incidence of aortic aneurysm/dissection​
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Risk to the Provider
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2008: Tendinitis and tendon rupture
2013: Peripheral Neuropathy
2016: Pain/ “adverse reactions”
2018: hypoglycemia / “Mental health issues”
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● Peripheral vascular diseases​

● Hypertension, ​

● Marfan syndrome ​

● Ehlers-Danlos syndrome​

● Elderly patients. ​

“…at risk for an aortic aneurysm”
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$1,800,000

2010 82 y/o male
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As of 2016:

~5000 lawsuits​
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Use your Macros:

I am prescribing a fluoroquinolone for the patient to treat 

______. I have discussed the risks associated with this medication 

including risk of tendon rupture and neuropathy. I have considered 

other classes of antibiotics and I think this is the most appropriate 

choice of medication. 

The patient has verbalized an understanding of these risks, has 

been advised to limit strenuous exercise while taking these 

medications, and will return immediately for any pain, swelling or 

if they develop any new or concerning symptoms.
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Metadata
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System Metadata
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Application Metadata
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What’s Wrong With This Note?
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Recording Providers
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1HfggZQvhUEEwSmftKJpljUVKP-bA_m9F/view
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15%
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11%
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35%
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$500,000
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Electronic Communications Privacy 
Act
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• Put the ball back in the patient’s court re: DC 

instructions

• ABF (Anything but fluoroquinolones - will 

anything else work for what you’re treating?)

• Taking a few minutes to document 

conversations might save you years of 

frustration/worry later

How You Can Drive Change:



Session Evaluation

•Your feedback is valuable, take a moment to complete the survey for this session.

•To claim CME, you must complete a separate survey available after the convention.
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